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THE  EXAMINER. 

NEIV^YORK,  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  17,  1814. 


From  the  Boston  Gnsette. 

A  COMPABISON 

BETWEEN  THE  FRENCH  AND  AMERICAN 

CODK  OF  CONSCRIPTrON. 

The  resemblauce  in  the  new  compulsory  plans 
«f  Recruiting  the  army,  oflered  to  congress  by 
the  secretary  ol*  war,  to  the  code  of  the  French 
empire  for  the  same  object,  is  admitted  throngh- 
out  the  United  States  by  tbe-uiyversal  appeHa- ■ 
non  of  omscrtprnm,  Tiy  wTTl^'theTtrKt  oT  these 
plans  iK  distinguished.  But  this  belief  in  all 
probabiMty,  arises  only  from  a  vague  and  gene¬ 
ral  idea,  without  any  precise  knowledge  of  tiie 
French  system  at..icxed  to  it.  A  further  ac- 
4|iiaintahce  with  this  subject,  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  will  add  permanence  to  the  sentiment 
already  imbibed,  and  give  depth  and  distinct¬ 
ness  to  Urn  uopression  A  general  persuasion  of 
an  intentidirfn  t  *  administi’atioo  to  impose  a 
military  tyranny  .  on  the  people  of  the  United 
States  as  odious  .>  its  principles  as  that  by 
which  Bonaparte  ^slaved  the  inhabitants  of 
Fiance,  would  rouse  us  from  the  torpor  by 
which  we  have  been  stupefied,  and  whether 
congress  ailopt  or  reject  the  proposition,  the 
stimulus  thus  produced  may  cause  any  future 
administration  to  bewai*e  how  they  infringe  up¬ 
on  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizens.  Let 
the  perfidy  of  government,  in  this  instance,  be 
once  well  understood,  and  who  will  dare  to  as¬ 
sign  other  limits  to  the  indignation  of  the  people, 
than  the  utmost  extent  of  their  power? 

Two  distinct  views  may  be  taken  of  the  snb- 
,iect  before  ns.  First,  it  may  be  asserted  with¬ 
out  fear  of  refutation,  that  in  principle  the 
French  code  of  Conscription  is  less  extensive 
^nd  more  lenient,  than  a  law  would  be,  founded 
upon  Ike  report  of'  Mr,  Monroe, 

t^ciond :  From  an  examination  of  the  practi¬ 
cal  o(>cnition  of  the  French  system,  some  in- 
li’ccilccs  may  be  drawn,  in  relation  to  the  pro¬ 
bable  condition  of  this  country  upon  a  suppo¬ 
sition  of  an  attempted  enforcement  of  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  secretary  of  war.  | 

My  account  of  the  regulations  of  the  French 
code  of  conscription,  will  be  taken  from  thei 
Edinburgh  Review  of  that  system,  in  1809-10, 1 
as  well  as  from  Faber’s  Sketches  of  the  Interior  I 
ofFiunep. 

By  that  code,  all  Frenchmen  between  the  full  | 
age  of  20  and  25  complete,  are  liable  to  con- 1 
scription.  They  are  each  year  thrown  into  i 
five  classes.  Lists  are  made  out  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  persons  coming  within  the  limits  of  each 
class.  The  law  allots  the  contingent  of  each, 
department,  proportionally  to  its  population  ; 
the  prefect  distributes  the  ooutingent  among 
the  districts ;  and  the  sub^prefect  among  the  can¬ 
tons  and  municipalities.  The  conscripts  are 
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assembled  in  each  canton  and  examined  by  the 
administration,  or  by  a  special  commission.  The 
merits  of  all  pleas  of  exemption,  sUch  as  infir¬ 
mity  of  the  body  and  tl»e  like,  are  rigidly  scru¬ 
tinized,  ainl  ajler  these  cases  are  determined, 
the  rest  are  judged  competent  to  serve.  The 
sub-prefect  then  proceeds  do  the  drawing  of 
such  as  are  to  constitute  the  quota  of  the  di^ 
trict. 

From  tile  application  of  the  |iw  to  all  per¬ 
sons  ^  ages  and  2^,  t^iel'c  are, 

certain  cj:empfions ;  and  substitutes, 
qualified  to  serve  as  stildiers,  areaHowed. 

Infirmiticsof  the  body  are  such 'disqualifications 
as  to  exempt  the  conscript  from  service.  The 
eldest  brother  of  an  orphan  family,  tlie  only  son 
of  a  widow,  or  of  a  labourer  of  the  age  of  70, 
or  one  who  has  a  brother  in  the  active  service, 
or  uiliciting  indulgence,  may  ba  transferred  to 
the  reserve.  There  are,  also,  positive  exemp¬ 
tions  ;  such  as  workmen  employed  in  the  inamr- 
factiire  of  gunpowder  or  arms,  or  in  the  nation¬ 
al  magazines  of  saltpetre,  or  men,  whether  sirb- 
alterns  or  soldiers,  who  have  served  irreproacha¬ 
bly  during  the  whole  war,  or  five  campaigns  in 
the  army. 

With  regard  to  substitutes;  the  enormous^ 
price  to  which  they  have  risen  in  consequence 
of  the  acknowledged  liardships  and  indeterrai- 
»'.ate  duration  of  military  service,  secured  the 
advantage  of  obtaining  them  to  the  wealthy  only, 
an  •  the  poor  and  middle  classes  of  society  are 
obliged  to  go  into  the  army. 

The  proposed  American  code  naakes  none  of 
these  distinctions  :  it  proceeds  by  a  much  more 
compendious  method  to  recruit  the  United 
States  army  ;  and  in  one  sweeping  clause  sub¬ 
jects  every  person  in  the  state,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  to  the  coercion  of  an  unqualified  despot¬ 
ism.  The  ages  which  in  France  render  pei^ 
sons  iinble  t30  a  coiLscripU^  K 

twenty-five,  including  a  "period  of  five  years. 
But  in  America,  all  persons  from  eighteen  to 
forty-five,  inclusive,,  are  rendered  liable ;  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  twenty-nine  years  !  If  the  tyranny  in 
France  was  burdensome,  and  produced  the  over¬ 
threw  of  the  tyrant,  what  must  be  said  of  a  law 
which  is  six  times  more  burdensome,  and  more 
extended  in  its  tyrannical  principles  ?  Substi¬ 
tutes  are  allowed  in  both  services. 

But  in  the  American  code  there  is  also  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  taxation,  which  sets  at  defiance  all  at¬ 
tempts  to  find  a  parallel  in  the  French  code. 
By  the  American  classification,  all  the  persons 
belonging  to  the  class  are  liable  to  be  deprived 
of  their  money,  as  a  bounty  to  the  rberuit  who 
is  drawn  for  the  army.  Thus  to  relieve  the 
pressure  resulting  from  the  violation  of  one 
principle  of  liberty,  the  secretary  of  war  pro¬ 
poses  the  invasion  of  another !  By  the  Frendi 
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practice  indeed,  liiose  persons  who  are  disqua-  j  consequence  ot*  a  large  crowd,  which  blocks  up 
li()ed  by  infirmity  of  body  from  becoming  sol-  the  road.  Y^)n  hear  the  clanking  of  chains  and 
diers,  are  compelled  to  pay  a  fine  proportioned  the  sound  of  plaintive  voices  ;  yon  observe  an 
to  the  taxes  levied  upon  them  or  their  parents,  escort  of  cavalry,  with  diawn  sabres.  Your  at- 
“  No  recruiting  system  ever  before  published,  tention  is  arrested  by  a  groiipe  or  procession  of 
(says  M.  Faber,)  ever  presented  such  a  feature  youths,  with  pale  and  emaciated  countenances; 
as  this.  Personal  service  has  been  every  where  with  their  heads  shaven  ;  dragging  their  fetters, 
considered  the  sole,  object  ol  such  systems.”  and  bullets,  and  habited  ia  a  frightful  costume. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  secretary  of  war  in  You  inquire  eagerly  of  what  heinous  offence,  of 
the  American  republic,  to  propose  a  iiiiiversal  what  disgraceful  crime,  these  men  have  been 


conscription,  and  a  universal  pecuniary  contri¬ 
bution  to  sustain  it.  This  tyranny,  which  Bo¬ 
naparte  only  dared  to  apply  in  a  particular  in¬ 
stance,  Monroe  lays  down  as  a  general  course  of 
pro<*,eeding. 

Let  us  no\g  examine  the  practical  operation 
of  the  French  system  upon  tlie  people. 

Every  new  conscription,  which  takes  effect 
every  year,  spreads  con.sternation  through  all 
the  families  in  France  ;  it  appears  to  the  great 
bulk  of  the  community  the  maximnm  of  human 
suffering ;  “  the  most  odious  of  all  wrongs,  the 
most  vexatious  of  all  injustice.”  The  impress¬ 
ment  of  a  British  seaman  is  undoubtedly  a  re¬ 
volting  spectacle ;  but  (alls  far  short  of  the 
scene  of  real  distress  exhibited  at  the  balloting 
of  a  conscription,  w^hen  the  parents  and  friends 
of  the  conscripts,  as  is  often  the  case,  are 
indulged  in  drawing  the  tickets  from  the  fatal 
urn.  The  piercing  shrieks  and  tumultuous  ac- 
ciuraations,  alternately  uttered  on  these  occa¬ 
sions,  by  a  people  to  whom  nature  has  allotted 
such  vivacity  of  character,  wholly  overpower 
the  spectator.  The  conscripts  are  in  the  most 
painful  incertitude  concerning  their  destiny,  and 
between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  twenty-five,  M. , 
Faber  remarks,  ”  all  plans  and  arrangements 
for  the  ulterior  periods  of  life,  all  civil  pursuits,  i 
all  projects  of  domestic  comlbrt,  or  of  proles- j 
sional  usefulness,  are  either  paralyzed  or  held  in 
suspense.”  ”  When  one  hundred  thousand  are 
serving  in  the  ranks,  one  million  and  a  half  are 
sufieriiig  under  the  apprehension  of  being  at  any 
moment  called  to  the  same.”  ”  in  1805,  Bo¬ 
naparte  brought  into  the  field  by  means  o(‘  a 
$e7iatiis  consuUum^  all  the  conscripts  of  the  re¬ 
serve,  not  only  for  that  year,  but  tlie  four  pre- 
c^eding.  This  measure  tell  like  a  thunderbolt 
U|x)n  a  multitude  of  individuals,  who,  iu  the  ex¬ 
pectation  that  they  would  not  be  called  upon  to 
serve,  engaged  iu  proiessions,  and  in  domestic 
ties.” 

Those  conscripts  who  are  forthcoming  are 
assembled  by  the  mayors,  “  who  harangue  them, 
talk  piagnificently  of  the  prowess  and  glory  of 
the  armies,  and  expatiate  upon  the  satisfaction 
and  advantages  of  the  military  service.  The 
conscripts  tremble,  weep,  and  are  overwhelmed 
in  despair.  But  they  are  of  a  proper  age,  and 
must  march.”  ”  You  frequently  see  a  young 
man  v>  ith  a  gens  d*aime  at  his  heels :  look  at 
him  again,  alter  the  interval  of  a  moment,  and 
yon  (ind  him  w  ith  his  thumbs  tied  together,  and 
^is  arms  manacled.” 

‘‘Are  you  travelling?  You  are  suddenly 
|topp^d  in  your  ^ath.  You  cannot  move  on,  in 


guilty?  You  are  told  that  these  men  are  rr- 
Jractunf  conscripts  and  deserters,  on  their  way 
from  tlie  depots  of  the  departments  to  a  for¬ 
tress  of  the  interior.”  And  these  conscripts 
have  been  well  educated,  and  be(ong  to  decent 
and  respectable  families. 

“ 'riie  cou.sci  Iplluii  ralleii  doulilc 

w’cight  ii|H)n  the  productive  arts  of  industry  in 
France  ;  while  it  has  robbed  them  of  the  hands 
most  useful  to  them,  it  has  contuibnted  to  raise 
the  [)riceof  labour.  The  daily  wages  of  work¬ 
men  are  greatly  enhanced,  hut  yet  the  arts 
wiiicli  require  them  are  in  a  languishing  state. 
A  stranger  might  at  first  .snp[K)se  tliat  the  ad¬ 
vancement  in  the  price  of  labour  arose  from  an 
increase  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Nothing  <*an  be  more  erroneous  than  this 
conception.  Whenever  yon  go  into  the  cities  oC 
France,  you  hear  hitter  complaints  concerning 
both  the  decrease  in  the  demand  for  labour,  and 
the  progressive  rise  in  the  rate  of  wages.  This 
seeming  paradox  is  explained  when  it  is  observ¬ 
ed,  that  the  conscription  diminishes  the  number 
of  workmen  in  still  greater  proportion  than 
the  demand  (or  labour  increases.” 

Quotations  of  this  kind  might  be  indefinitely 
added  to  show  the  horrors  of  the  internal  state 
of  France  produced  by  the  conscription— -but 
I  have  done  wdtli  them.  Enough,  I  trust,  has 
been  adduced  to  convince  every  American  of 
the  intrinsic  despotism  of  the  princijde  upon 
which  it  is  founded.  And  when  he  comes  to 
consider  tJiat  an  American  secretary  at  nar  has 
pro|K)sed  for  adoption  the  same  principle,  hut 
having  a  much  greater  latitude  of  operation,  he 
has  every  right  to  suppose,  provided  it  should 
bt‘.  acquiesced  in  at  the  outset,  it  would  be  car¬ 
ried  into  effect  with  an  equally  rigorous  and  un¬ 
relenting  spirit.  A  continuation  of  the  war 
won  hi  occasion  frequent  repetitions  of  compul¬ 
sive  calls  upon  the  people,  and  the  horrors  of 
the  French  system  be  realized  among  us ;  and 
the  administration  would  no  longer  be  depend¬ 
ent  upon  the  elective  franchise  to  preserve  their 
places.  Having  raised  an  army  against  the 
principles  of  the  constitution,  it  would  need  no 
great  stretch  of  power  to  maintain  their  own  as¬ 
cendency,  by  means  of  the  instrument  they  had 
contrived. 

The  remedy  (or  the  imposition  of  such  a  griev¬ 
ance,  if  it  .should  in  fact  be  attempted  upon  tlie 
citizens  of  this  country,  is  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  collective  body  of  the  people.  “  Whoever 
in  authority,”  says  Mr.  Locke,  “exceeds  the 
authority  given  him  by  law’,  and  makes  use  of 
the  force  he  has  lujder  his  command,  to  ftoui^ 
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pass  that  which  the  law  allows  iiot,  ceases  in 
that  to  be  a  magistrate  ;  and  acting  wiihoiitany 
auUiority,  may  be  opposed  as  atiy  other  luau 
who  invades  the  right  ol’ another.” 

”  When  the  (kmoiis  Selden,”  said  liOrd  Cam* 
den,  “  was  asked  by  what  statute  resistance  to 
tyranny  couid  be  jiistiticd  ?”  his  reply  was, 
“  it  is  to  be  justified  the  common  taw  of  En^ 
gla^id  which  is  the  law  of  the  land.  Whenever 
oppression  begins,  resistance  becomes  lawful 
and  right.” 

Docs  any  citizen  nsk  for  further  authority 
by  which  his  rights  in  this  instance  are  secured  ? 

Ainericaii  rev  iiution  aflfords  both  the  doc¬ 
trine  and  the  precedent — the  precept  and  the 
example. 

CO.mRESS. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Letter  frwn  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
ttis  Chili nnan  of  the  Comnuttcc  of  IV ays 
and  Means, 

Treasury  Department., 
November  27,  1814. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  requesting  for  a 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives 
an  opinion  upon  the  following  inquiries: 

1.  The  elfect  which  a  considerable  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  with  the  quality  of  being 
receivable  in  subscriptions  to  a  national 
bank,  will  have  upon  the  credit  of  the 
government;  and  particularly  upon  the 
prospects  of  a  loan  for  1815  ? 

2.  The  practicability  of  getting  forty-four 

millions  of  treasury  notes  (forming,  with 
six  millions  of  specie,  the  capital  for  a 
national  bank)  into  circulation,  without 
depreciation  ?  j 

The  inquiries  of  the  committee  cannot 

be  satisfactorily  answered  in  the  abstract; 
but  must  be  considered  in  conexioii  with 
the  state  of  our  finances,  and  the  state  of 
the  public  credit. 

When  I  arrivetl  at  Washington,  the  trea¬ 
sury  was  sutfering  under  every  kind  of  em¬ 
barrassment.  The  demands  upon  it  were 
great  in  amount,  w  hile  the  means  to  satisfy 
them  were  comparatively  small ;  precarious 
in  the  collection,  and  dithcult  in  the  appli¬ 
cation.  The  demands  consisted  of  divi¬ 
dends  upon  the  ohl  and  new  funded  debt,  of 
treasury  notes,  and  of  legislative  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  army,  the  navy,*  and  the  cur- 
»^nt  service — all  ui^ent  and  important. 
The  means  consisteil : — first,  of  the  frag- 
nient  of  an  authority  to  borrow  money, 
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when  nobcnly  was  disposed  to  lend,  and  to  j 
j  issue  treasury  notes  which  none  but  netes- 
I  sitous  creditors,  or  contractors  in  dist  ss,  j 
or  commissaries,  quartermasters  and  n.ivy  | 
i  agents,  acting  as  it  were  otiicially,  seemed 
willing  to  accept : — second,  of  the  amount 
of  l»ank  creilits  scattered  throughout  tlie 
United  States,  and  principally  in  the  soulli- 
ern  and  western  banks,  w  hich  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  in  a  degree'  useless,  by  the  stoppage 
of  payments  in  s[»ecie,  and  the  consequent 
impracticability  of  transferring  the  public 
funds  from  one  place,  to  meet  the  public  en¬ 
gagements  in  another  place: — and,  third,  of 
tlie  current  supply  of  money  from  the  im¬ 
posts,  from  internal  duties,  and  from  the 
sales  of  public  land,  which  ceased  to  be  a 
foundation  of  any  rational  estimate,  or  re¬ 
serve,  to  provide  even  for  the  divhlends  on 
the  funded  debt,  w  hen  it  was  found  that  the 
treasury  notes  (only  requiring,  indeed,  ii 
cash  jmyment  at  the  distance  of  a  year)  to 
w  homsoever  they  were  issued  at  the  treasu¬ 
ry,  and  almost  as  soon  as  they  were  issued, 
reached  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  in  pay¬ 
ments  of  debts,  tluties  and  taxes ;  thus  dis¬ 
appointing  and  defeating  the  only  remaining 
expectation  of  proiluctive  revenue. 

Under  these  circumstances  (which  I  had 
the  honour  to  communicate  to  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means)  it  became  the  duty  of 
this  department  to  endeavour  to  remove  the 
immediate  pressure  from  the  treasury ;  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  restore  the  public  credit;  and  to 
eiiileavour  to  provide  for  the  exfienses  of  the 
ensuing  year.  The  only  measures  that  oc¬ 
curred  to  my  mind,  lor  the  accomplishment 
of  such  important  objects,  have  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  view  of  congress.  The  act 
authorizing  the  receipt  of  treasury  notes  in 
payment  of  subscriptions  to  a  public  loan, 
was  passed,  I  fear,  too  late  to  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  designed.  It 
promises,  at  this  time,  little  relief,  either 
as  an  instrument  to  raise  money,  or  to  ab¬ 
sorb  the  claims  for  treasury  notes,  which 
are  daily  becoming  due. — Frotn  this  cause., 
and  from  other  obvious  causes,  the  ditidetid 
on  ike  fiinded  debt  has  not  been  punctually 
paid;  a  lar^e  amount  of  treasury  notes  has 
already  been  dishonoured,  and  the  hope  (f  pre¬ 
venting  further  injury  and  reproach,  in  trans¬ 
acting  the  badness  tf  the  treasury,  is  too  pi- 
sionary  to  afford  a  moments  consolation. 

The  actual  condition  of  the  treasury,  thus 
described,  will  serve  to  indicate  the.  state  of  the 
public  credit.  Public  credit  depends  esseutial- 
I  ly  upon  public  opinioB.  The  usual  test  of  pub- 
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!ic  credit  is,  indeed,  the  value  of  the  public 
debt.  The  faculty  of  borrowing  money  is  not 
a  te.st  of  public  credit :  for  a  faithless  govern¬ 
ment,  like  a  desperate  individual,  has  only  to 
increase  the  premium,  according  to  the  exigen¬ 
cy,  in  order  to  secure  a  loan.  Thus  public  opi¬ 
nion,  manifested  in  every  form,  and  in  every 
direction,  Iiardly  permits  us,  at  the  present 
juncture,  to  speak  of  the  existence  of  public 
credit;  and  yet,  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  j 
government,  in  the  resources  of  its  patronage 
and  its  pledges,  might  find  the  means  of  tempt¬ 
ing  the  rich  and  the  avaricious  to  supply  its  im¬ 
mediate  wants.  Blit  when  the  wants  of  to-day 
are  supplied,  what  is  the  new  expedients  that 
shall  supply  the  wants  of  to-morrow  ?  If  it  is 
now  a  charter  of  incorporation,  it  may  then  be 
a  grant  of  land  ;  but,  after  ah,  the  immeasura¬ 
ble  ti*acts  of  the  western  wild,  would  be  ex¬ 
hausted  in  successive  efforts  to  obtain  pecuniary 
aids,  and  still  leave  the  government  necessitous, 
unless  the  foundations  of  public  credit  were  re¬ 
established  and  maintained.  In  the  measures, 
therefore,  which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  suggest, 

1  have  endeavoured  to  introduce  a  permanent 
plan  for  reviving  tlie  public  credit ;  of  which 
the  facility  of  borrowing  money  in  anticipation 
of  settled  and  productive  revenues,  is  only  an 
incident,  although  it  is  an  incident  as  durable  as 
the  plan  itself.  The  outline  seemed  to  embrace 
whatever  was  requisite,  to  leave  no  doubt  upon 
the  power  and  the  disposition  of  the  government, 
in  relation  to  its  pecuniary  engagements ;  to 
diminish,  and  not  to  augment  the  amount  of  the 
public  debt  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and  to 
create  general  confidence,  rather  by  the  manner 
ot  treating  the  claims  of  the  present  class  of 
creditors,  than  by  the  manner  of  conciliating  the 
favour  of  a  new  class. 

With  these  explanatory  remarks,  sir,  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  answer,  specifically,  the  questions  which 
you  have  proposed. 

I.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  a  considerable  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  re- 
ceivahleJn  subscriptions  to  a  national  bank,  will 
have  an  injurious  effect  u|K)n  the  credit  of  the 
government,  -and  also  upon  the  prospects  of  a 
loan  for  1815, 

Because,  it  will  confer,  gratuitously,  an  ad¬ 
vantage  iqion  a  class  of  new  creditors,  over  the 
present  creditors  of  the  government,  standing 
on  a  footing  of  at  least  equal  merit. 

Because,  it  will  excite  general  dissatisfaction 
among  the  present  holders  of  the  public  debt ; 
and  general  distnist  among  the  capitalists,  who 
are  accustomed  to  advance  money  to  the  go¬ 
vernment. 

Because,  a  quality  of  subscribing  to  the  na¬ 
tional  hank  attached  to  treasury  notes  exclu¬ 
sively,  will  tend  to  depreciate  tlie  value  of  all 
public  debt  not  possessing  that  quality  ;  and 
whatever  depreciates  the  value  of  the  public 
debt,  in  this  way,  roust  necessarily  impair  the 
public  credit. 

Because,  the  specie  capital  of  the  citizens  of 


the  United  States,  so  far  as  it  may  be  deemed 
applicable  to  investments  in  the  public  stocks, 
has  already,  in  a  great  measure,  been  so  vested ; 
the  holdei*s  of  the  present  debt  will  he  unable 
to  become  subscribers  to  the  bank  (if  that  0I3- 
ject  should,  eventually,  prove  desirable)  with¬ 
out  selling  their  stock  at  a  depreciated  rate,  iu 
order  to  procure  the  whole  amount  of  their 
subscriptions  in  treasury  notes  ;  and  a  general 
depression  in  the  value  of  the  public  debt  will 
inevitably  ensue. 

Because,  the  very  proposition  of  making  a 
considerable  issue  of  treasury  notes,  even  with 
the  quality  of  being  subseribed  to  a  National 
bank,  can  only  be  regardful  as  an  experiment,  on 
which  it  seems  dangerous  to  rely  ;  the  treasury 
j  notes  must  be  purchased  ai  |»ar,  with  money  ;  a 
new  set  of  creditors  aro  to  he  created  ;  it  may 
or  it  may  not,  be  ileemed  an  object  of  specula¬ 
tion  by  the  money  holdei’S,  to  subscribe  to  the 
bank,  the  result  of  the  experiment  cannot  be 
ascertained,  until  it  will  be  too  late  to  provide 
a  remedy  in  the  case  of  failure  ;  while  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  government  w’ill  be  affected,  by  every 
circumstance,  which  keeps  the  efficacy  of  its 
fiscal  operations  in  suspense  or  doubt. 

Because,  the  prospect  of  a  loan  for  the  year 
1815,  without  the  aid  of  a  bank,  in  faint  and  un¬ 
promising  ;  except,  perhaps,  so  far  as  the  pledge  of 
a  specific  tax  may  succeed,  and  then,  it  must  be  re¬ 
collected,  that  a  considerable  supply  of  money  will 
be  required  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  beyond 
the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  to  be  levied. 

Because,  if  the  loan  for  the  year  1815  be  made 
to  depend  upon  the  issue  of  Treasury  Notes,  sub¬ 
scribed  to  the  National  Bank,  it  will  probably  fail 
for  the  reasons  which  have  already  been  suggested  ; 
and  if  the  loan  be  independent  of  that  operation,  a 
considerable  issue  of  'i'reasury  Notes,  for  ibe  pur¬ 
pose  of  creating  a  bank  capital,  must,  it  is  believed, 
deprive  the  government  of  every  clihiice  of  raising 
money  in  any  other  matiiier. 

II.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  he  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  get  44  iiiillions  of 
treasury  notes  (forming,  with  6  inillions  of  specie, 
the  cajdtal  of  a  national  bank)  into  circulation, 
with  or  without  depreciation. 

Because,  if  the  subscription  to  tlie  bank  becomes 
an  object  of  speculation, the  treasury  notes  will  pro- 
bably  be  purchased  at  the  treasury  and  at  the  loan 
I  offices,  and  never  pass  into  circulation  at  all. 

Because,  whatever  portion  of  the  treasury  notes 
might  pass  into  circulation,  would  be  speedily  with¬ 
drawn,  by  the  speculators  in  the  subscription  to 
the  bank,  after  arts  had  been  employed  to  depreci¬ 
ate  their  value. 

Because,  it  is  not  believeil,  that  in  the  present 
state  of  public  cretlit,  44,000,000  of  treasury  note? 
can  be  sent  into  circulation.  The  only  ditference 
between  the  treasury  notes  now  issued  and  dis¬ 
honoured,  consists  in  the  subscribahle  quality  ;  th® 
reasons  have  been  already  assigned  for  an  opinion, 
that  this  difference  does  not  afford  such  confidence 
in  the  experiment,  as  seems  requisite  to  justify  a 
I  reliance  upon  it,  for  accomplishing  sqpie  of  tha 
I  most  hiferestlng  objects  of  the  government. 
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1  must  beg  you,  sir,  to  pardon  the  haste 
Xvith  which  1  have  written  these  general  an¬ 
swers  to  your  inquiries.  But  knowing  the 
importance  of  time,  and  feeling  a  desire  to 
avoid  every  appearance^  of  contributing  to 
the  loss  of  a  moment,  1  have  chosen  rather 
to  rest  upon  the  intelligence  and  candour  of 
the  committee,  than  to  enter  upon  a  more 
liUmured  investigation  of  the  subject  referred 
to  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectful¬ 
ly*  8ir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Wm.  Lowndes,  Esquire,  Chairman,  &c. 


GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

To  HonotcrabU  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  North  Catolina. 

Genti.kmf.n — At  no  former  period  have 
the  representatives  of  the  free  people  of  this 
state  convened  when  the  situation  of  the 
country  more  imperiously  demanded  the 
adoption  of  Imld  and  energetic  measures  for 
the  preservation  and  promotion  of  its  cha¬ 
racter  and  general  welfare.  While,  there¬ 
fore,  gentlemen,  the  opening  of  your  present 
session  cannot  fail  to  excite  a  degree  of  in¬ 
terest  and  solicitude  not  heretofore  expe¬ 
rienced,  an  assurance  is  to  be  found  in  your 
wisdom  and  patriotism,  that  the  result  of 
your  deliberations  will  be  the  adoption  of  a 
system  of  measures,  corresponding  with  the 
feelings  and  high  expectations  of  our  fel¬ 
low  citizens,  and  commensurate  with  the 
pressure  and  urgency  of  the  circumstances 
in  w^hich  we  are  placed. 

The  communications  from  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  United  States,  charged 
with  negotiating  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
afford  evidence  not  to  be  controverted  that 
it  is  neither  the  wish  nor  the  intention  of 
the  British  government  to  conclude  a  peace 
upon  terms  honourable  to  both  nations.  The 
professions  and  acts  of  that  government  are 
so  completely  at  variance  with  each  other, 
that  in  reviewing  them,  we  are  insensibly 
led  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  our  own  per¬ 
ception,  and  the  existence  of  facts  demon¬ 
strated  before  our  eyes.  When  we  view 
the  declaration  of  the  prince  regent  in  his 
speech  to  parliament  relative  to  the  war 
with  l^e  United  States,  that  he  is  “  sincere¬ 
ly  desirous  of  the  restoration  of  peace  between 
the  two  nations  upon  conditions  honourable  to 
both,^  we  think  w^e  have  grounds  to  suppose 
that  the  same  spirit  of  jtrsRce  and  eoncllla- 


lion,  and  the  same  desire  to  terminate  the 
war,  existeil  in  the  British  cabinet  that  pre¬ 
vailed  in  our  government,  and  that  peace 
would  be  the  result  of  the  pending  negotia¬ 
tion.  But  when  we  turn  from  this  delusion, 
>vhen  we  reverse  the  picture  and  yiewreali- 
tiesy  we  find  the  perfidy  of  the  prince  por¬ 
trayed  in  the  most  glaring  colours,  and  the 
prospect  of  peace  placed  at  a  distance  from 
us. 

The  world  is  told  by  the  British  ruler, 
that  he  is  sincerely  desirous  of  terminating 
the  war  upon  terms  honourable  to  both  par¬ 
ties.  His  commissioners  disclaim  all  pre¬ 
tensions  to  an  acquisition  of  territory;  and 
as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  their  profes¬ 
sions,  and  as  an  illustration  of  the  truth  of 
the  declarations  of  their  prince,  they  de¬ 
mand  as  the  conditions  of  peace,  that  we 
surrender  one  of  our  territories,  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  two  of  our  states,  and  an  immense 
tract  of  our  country  between  Lake  Superior 
and  the  Mississippi  River;  that  w^e  define 
the  boundary  of  the  Indian  possessions  with¬ 
in  our  territories,  guarantee  to  the  Indians 
the  right  of  sovereignty  to  those  possessions, 
and  stipulate  not  to  acquire  by  purchase  or 
otherw^ise,  any  territory  within  the  specified 
limits;  that  we  stipulate  that  Great  Britain 
shall  possess,  and  have  the  military  occupa¬ 
tion  of  both  shores  of  the  lakes,  and  that  we 
relinquish  our  right  to  maintain  and  con¬ 
struct  fortifications  on  them  or  within  a 
limited  distance  of  tlieir  shores,  or' to  main¬ 
tain  or  to  construct  any  vessel  of  war  upon 
the  same,  or  in  the  rivers  which  empty  into 
them.  Demands  inadmissible  under  any 
circumstances.  In  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  the  enemy  hav^  evinced  a  total  disre¬ 
gard  of  the  law  of  nations.  They  have  not 
only  perpetrated  on  our  borders  a  series  of 
acts,  whose  parallels  in  point  of  atrocity  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  civilized 
warfare,  but  in  a  hasty  invasion  of  our  ca¬ 
pital  they  have  burnt  and  destroyed  our 
public  buildin^s^  edifices  of  taste  and  ele¬ 
gance,  and  not  contributing  to  our  j)ower  in 
warlike  operations.  And  to  complete  the 
catalogue,  we  are  officially  notifie<]  by  their 
commanding  admiral,  that  orders  have  been 
given  for  the  destruction  of  every  towrn  and 
district  of  the  sea  coast,  that  can  be  assailed. 
When  we  view  the  effect  which  those  out¬ 
rages,  and  the  arrogant  and  insulting  de¬ 
mands  of  the  British  government,  as  the 
conditions  of  peace,  has  produced  upon  the 
two  great'  contending  parties  in  our  country, 
we  fi^nd  real  eiuse  of  ^xUftatidn.  The'eyes. 
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of  all  are  opened.  The  character  and  de¬ 
signs  of  the  e.iemy  stand  exposed.  Party 
prejudices  and  distinctions  are  done  away. 
The  love  of  country  preponderates.  That 
determined  spirit  which  animated  and  ner- 
>  ed  the  arms  of  our  revohdlmary  fathers  in 
achieving  the  liberty  and  independence 
which  Ave  now  enjoy,  pervades  this  exten¬ 
sive  continent.  The  resolution  is  now  form¬ 
ed,  to  bring  into  action  the  united  enei^ies 
of  the  nation,  to  chastise  our  perfidious  and 
insolent  foe,  and  to  compel  him  to  abandon 
his  iniquitous  pretensions,  and  give  us  peace 
upon  honourable  terms.  In  this  happy  union 
our  destinies  are  portrayed.  The  preser¬ 
vation  of  our  invaluable  institutions  are  now^ 
guarantied.  Peace  will  be  conquered,  and 
a  splendour  given  to  our  character,  which 
will  secure  to  us  that  respect  which  a  pow  er- 
ful,  just,  and  enlightened  people  ought  at  all 
times  to  command. 

When  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
situation  of  our  country,  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  of  the  disadvantages 
under  which  it  has  been  carried  on,  our  sur¬ 
prise  is  not  a  little  excited,  tiiat  under  very 
paralyzing  circumstances,  an  army  should 
finally  arise  competent,  as  our  recent  sjilen- 
did  victories  have  show  n,  to  cope  w  ith  equal 
and  in  some  instances  superior  numbers  of 
th^best  disciplined  troops  belonging  to  the 
British  nation.  The  achievements  of  our 
naval  heroes  surpass  in  brilliancy  those  of 
any  other  nation  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
history.  They  have  inflicted  woumls  upon 
British  pride,  deeper  and  more  mortifying 
than  any  other  causes  could  have  produced. 
They  have  stabbed  it  in  its  vital  part.  If 
while  the  energies  of  the  nation  w  ere  para- 
lysed,  an  army  and  a  navy  so  respectable, 
and  so  brilliant,  capable  of  achievements 
which  reflect  lustre  upon  our  national  charac¬ 
ter,  could  be  raised,  now  when  the  shackles 
are  throwm  off,  when  the  attention  of  all  is 
directed  to  the  promotion  of  every  measure 
calculated  to  bring  into  action  the  strength 
and  resources  of  the  nation,  we  have  grounds 
for  the  agreeable  anticipation,  that  an  eflici- 
ent  army,  an  increased  navy,  and  ample 
means  to  prosecute  the  war,  will  be  the  cer¬ 
tain  result. 

Notwithstanding  it  is  the  duty  of  the  genera] 
govprninent  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare 
and  common  defence,  yet  every  state  in  the 
union,  as  members  of  the  Great  Body,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  thw:e  most  exposed  to  danger,  should 
place  themselves  in  an  attitude  to  furnish, 
whenever  necessity  may  re<|iiire  it,  prompt  and 
efiici^t  aid.  In  order  that  this  state  might  be 


placed  in  that  situation,  I  would  recommend  in 
the  first  place,  that  an  opportunity  be  afforded 
the  whole  bmly  of  the  militia  adjacent  to  our 
sea  coast  and  most  vulnerable  points  to  acquire 
a  better  know  ledge  of  discipline,  by  compelling 
them  to  muster  in  their  respective  companies 
two  successive  days  in  every  tw’o  weeks,  and 
in  their  respective  battalions  or  regiments  two 
successive  days  in  every  three  weeks.  That 
arms  and  ammunition  for  the  use  of  those  mili¬ 
tia  when  called  into  service  be  deposited  at  the 
several  places  of  battalion  nr  regimental  mus¬ 
ters  in  depots  established  for  that  purpose,  at 
each  of  which  a  guard  should  l)e  stationed  in 
constant  service,  and  whose  duty  it  should  be 
to  keep  the  guns  free  from  rust  and  in  good 
order,  that  on  the  days  of  traiiiing  at  these 
places  the  men  be  permitted  to  exercise  with 
them.  In  the  second  place  that  an  auxiliarj 
force  coiisisf  *  ig  of  five  thousa  id  minute  men  be 
set  apart  from  the  main  lK)dy  of  the  militia  for 
discipline  for  actual  service,  (which  no  doubt 
might  in  a  very  short  time  be  made  up  of  volun¬ 
teer  corps,)  to  be  armed  and  equipt  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  tlic  state,  and  organized  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to 
serve  two  years,  and  held  in  requisition  during 
the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  having  ac¬ 
tually  served  the  term  specified.  That  all  the 
offieers  of  this  corps  wear  the  uniform  of  the 
United  States  army,  and  to  he  encamped  and 
iliscipUncd  at  or  near  tlie  seat  of  government  in 
the  spring  Ibr  fifteen  successive  days,  and  in  the 
fall  a  like  number,  at  the  expense  of  the  state. 
That  after  the  officers  have  been  thus  iliseipiined 
they  return  to  their  respective  limits,  and  that 
the  whole  of  the  several  regiments  be  called 
out  by  the  commandants  thereof  to  meet  at 
their  respective  places  of  regimental  musters 
there  to  be  drilled  for  six  successive  days,  and 
that  depots  be  established  at  each  of  those 
places  of  regimental  musters  for  the  arms,  &c. 
designed  for  the  regiment,  which  should  be  kept 
in  order  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  and  which 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  men,  only 
on  days  of  training  or  when  they  are  called  into 
actual  service.  And  in  the  third  place  that 
funds  be  created  and  appropriated  to  carry  iiitt 
eflect  the  above  plan  and  commensurate  with 
the  probable  expenses  that  would  be  incurred 
by  the  militia  when  called  out  in  the  det'eiice 
of  the  state,  which  no  doubt  will  ultimately  be 
reimbursed  by  the  general  government.  If  the 
above  system  was  adopted,  those  two  descrip¬ 
tions  of  force  would  not  only  be  rendered  far 
more  efficient  by  their  improvement  in  disci* 
pline  than  they  otherwise  would  be,  but,  in  the 
event  of  an  attempt  by  an  invading  army  to  pe¬ 
netrate  into  our  country,  the  first  might  wit!^ 
the  utmost  promptness  be  placed  in  a  state  oi 
preparation  and  marched  to  co-operate  with 
the  ti*oops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
stationed  on  our  sea  coast.  In  the  mean  time 
the  second  description  as  well  as  the  requisition 
of  the  general  government  might  be  had  out. 
A  junction  of  those  several  detachments  formedf. 
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a  front  would  be  presented,  not  easily  to  be 
withstood.  As  the  situation  of  the  country  re¬ 
quires  energetic  measures  should  be  pursued, 
permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  invite  your  attention 
to  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  system  alK)vc 
recommended  or  some  one  more  efficient. 

We  have  l)cen  for  somd* time  past  jjrogressive- 
ly  advancing  in  defensive  preparations  ;  a  por 
tion  of  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  legislature 
at  their  last  session  for  the  purpose  of  purchas¬ 
ing  munitions  of  war  has  been  disbursed  for  those 
articles,  which  have  been  deposited  at  conve¬ 
nient  and  proper  jKdnts  on  and  near  the  sea¬ 
board,  in  the  care  of  quartermasters,  and  other 
trusty  persons,  and  liable  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  militia  only,  in  the  event  of  an  ac¬ 
tual  or  threatened  invasion.  The  attention  of 
the  general  government  seems  now  also  to  be 
directed  to  the  protection  of  our  seaiK)rts  with 
more  ellect  than  forjnerly.  Lieut.  Col.  Armis- 
tead,  an  accomplished  officer  of  the  'U.  States 
corps  of  Pjigiiieers,  is  now  engaged  with  a  con¬ 
siderable  force  of  regulars  and  miiitia  in  con¬ 
structing  a  fortification  at  a  [mint  where  the 
best  protection  may  be  afforded  to  the  eastern 
section  of  this  state.  ^  It  is  true  that  this  work 
at  its  commencement  was  apportioned  to  a  very 
limited  appropriation  to  effect  it,  and  of  course 
promised  no  sort  of  security;  but  from  a  recent 
communication  from  Maj.  Gen.  Pinckney,  I  feel 
assured  that  it  will  be  extended  in  such  manner 
as  to  approach  much  nearer  the  object  for  which 
it  is  intendeil.  Works  are  also  progressing  at 
other  points  ;  we  have  more  troops  stationed  on 
our  coast,  and  have  the  promise  of  a  further  sup¬ 
ply  of  arms.  Much,  however,  yet  remains  to 
be  done  to  render  us  efficient  on  land,  while  the 
defence  on  our  rivers  and  sounds  is  far  from  be¬ 
ing  adequate,  the  promised  barges  (which  might 
long  since  have  been  built  in  this  state)  have 
not  yet  arriveii,  and  ourtlolilla  of  gun  boats  has 
received  no  increase.  • 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  assembly, 
the  enemy  in  small  plundering  parties  have 
made  a  few  hasty  incursions  on  the  sea  coast, 
but  not  of  a  character  to  render  it  necessary  or 
even  to  allow  time  to  call  out  the  local  militia. 
One  company,  however,  was  ordered  on  duty  for 
a  short  time  to  relieve  a  detachment  of  Militia 
drafts  which  had  garrisoned  Fort  Hampton  and 
whose  term  of  service  was  alxint  to  expire. — 
This  company  was  subsequently  recognised,  be¬ 
ing  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Long,  of  thr*  U.  S.  army,  commanding  in 
thijj  state,  who  received  their  returns  and  in¬ 
formed  me  they  would  be  paid.  Several  de¬ 
tachments  of  the  requisition  of  tbe  general  go¬ 
vernment  have,  however,  been  called  into  ser¬ 
vice.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  regiment 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Jesse  A.  Peai-son, 
marched  to  the  Creek  Nation  to  aid  in  suppres¬ 
sing  the  hostile  part  of  those  Indians.  I  had 
the  gratification  to  learn  from  the  commanding 
general,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  communi¬ 
cate  it  to  the  legislature,  that  this  regiment  in 
point  of  discipline,  soldierlike  demeanour,  and 
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promptness  in  the  execution  of  every  command 
that  was  given  them,'  eon  Id  not  have  beert  sur¬ 
passed  by  any  troops  who  had  been  no  longer  in 
service.  After  their  terra  of  service  had  ex¬ 
pired  they  were  inarched  to  this  state,  received 
their  pay  and  hononrably  divseharged.  Another 
regiment  is  now  in  service  in  this  state,  a  third 
at  Norfolk,  Virg.  a  fourth  is  ordered  to  rendez¬ 
vous  on  the  28th  inst.  to  reinforce  the  garrison 
of  that  place. 

In  pupsuance  of  the  resolirtion  of  the  last 
assernlilv,  I  have  transmitted  to  the  secre*^ 
tary  of  war  a  roll  furnished  by  the  aiiditorsv 
exhibiting  the  amount  as  passed  upon  by 
them  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  of 
the  last  year,  when  the  state  was  invaded^ 
as  also  on  account  of  moneys  advanced  by 
this  state  to  purchase  munitions  of  war,  and 
supplies  for  the  detached  militca,  called  out 
on  that  occasion.  Those  dt^mands  have 
been  accompanied  with  a  request  that  the 
proper  department  of  (he  general  gov’^ern- 
ment  be  directed  to  reimburse  to  this  state 
the  amount  thus  ascertaineil  and  allowed, 
and  the  moneys  thiii  advanced.  I  expect 
daily  to  have  it  in  my  power  (o  lay  before 
3’ou  the  result  of  this  application.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  local  militia,  as  w'Cll  as  the 
claims  of  individuals  f«>r  supplies  furnished 
them,  have  been  paid  off.  The  detached 
militia  ordered  .  0!it  on  that  occasion  who 
had  it  not  in  their  power  to  comply  with  the 
rules  of  the  war  department  before  they 
were  disbanded,  (as  the  United  States  had 
not  appointed  an  officer  in  this  state  to  in¬ 
spect  the^n,)  have  not  as  yet  been  pahh  uor 
have  (he  claims  of  imlividnals  who  furnish¬ 
ed  them  siiopiies.  We  have  not  as  yet  beeri 
able  to  ascertain  whether  the  general  go¬ 
vernment  will  refuse  to  pay  the  expenses 
incurred  by  those  troops.  As  soon  as  all 
the  returns  ami  claims  were  received  1  in¬ 
structed  the  adjutant  general  to  transmit  n 
roll  of  them  to  the  secretary  of  war^  ant!  to 
ask  of  him  to  say  wlicther  it  w'as  the  infeti- 
lion  of  government  to  pay  them.  Several 
communications  have  passed  upon  tfie  sub-' 
ject,  hut  no  decision  has  yet  been  had^  It 
is  notv  however  tiaily  looked  h)r  in  the  an¬ 
swer  which  will  he  given  to  (he  last  eoiTf- 
munication  made  by  the  adjutant.  It  will 
he  necessary  in  the  event  c>f  those  claimsr 
being  finally  rejecte<lhy  the  general  govercN 
ment  to  renew  such  part  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  last  assemldy  as  provided  for  theif 
payment.  It  may  he  proper  here  to  stale, 
that  the  then  secretary  of  w  ar  refused  to  pay 
the  United  States  contractor  who  furnished 
rations  to  the  company  of  local  rmUfi’a  or¬ 
dered  to  garrison  UaoiptoD,  ai  wSesK 
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tioned  above ;  that  soon  as  I  was  appri- 
aecl  of  that  fact  ami  furnished  with  the  se¬ 
cretary’s  letter  by  the  contractor,  I  gave  a 
draft  upon  the  treasury  for  the  amount  due, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  by 
the  last  assembly  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
local  militia  who  might  be  called  into  ser¬ 
vice  during  the  present  year,  ami  that  this 
sum  also  forms  an  item  in  iny  application 
for  reimbursement. 

Permit  me  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  manufactures,  as  an  important 
mean  of  national  independence.  While  the  war 
is  productive  of  many  evils  and  inconveniences, 
it  is  not  without  its  beneficial  results.  The 
establishment  of  manufactories  owe  their  ori¬ 
gin  exclusively  to  that  event.  Had  not  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  providing  for  our  own  wants  been 
created  we  should  have  remained  ignorant  of 
our  ability  and  resources  to  do  so.  The  best 
interests  of  the  country  require  that  every  at¬ 
tention  should  be  bestowed  on  establishinenls 
of  this  kind.  They  should  not  be  left  entirely 
to  individual  exertions.  It  therefore  may  pro¬ 
perly  be  considered  as  the  duty  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  not  only  to  make  every  provision  which 
may  seem  calculated  to  aid  the  attempts  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  but  to  establish  manufactories  at  tlie 
expense  aiid  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  state,  upon  a 
liberal  and  extended  scale,  and  to  place  them 
under  the  direction  of  qualified  manufacturers, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  brought  in  the  short¬ 
est  time  possible  to  the  highest  perfection,  and 
ttiereby  placed  upon  a  permanent  basis.  Then 
upon  the  return  of  peace,  our  manufactories 
would  maintain  their  ground,  our  manufactures 
become  objects  claiming  the  protecting  provi¬ 
sions  of  government,  and  the  enemy  would  feel 
the  full  force  of  having  driven  us  into  a  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  of  our  resources  and  best  inte¬ 
rests. 

Our  climate  and  soil  arc  admirably  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  production  of  all  kinds  of  raw  mate¬ 
rials,  the  acquisition  of  a  large  portion  of  which 
does  not  require  the  interposition  of  legislative 
provisions.  But  some  of  them  do.  The  arti¬ 
cle  of  wool  is  inqiortant,  nay,  indispensably  ne¬ 
cessary  in  our  manufactories  of  clothing.  It  is 
a  well  known  fact  that  the  difliculty  of  procuring 
this  valuable  article  is  much  enhanced  by  the 
destruction  among  the  animals  which  produce 
it.  I  therefore  invite  your  attention  also  to  the 
propriety  of  adopting  some  efficient  measures 
for  the  protectioD  of  the  sheep. 

Whilst  tlie  last  assembly  was  in  session,  and 
in  pursuance  of  their  request,  I  transmitted  to 
his  excellency  the  governor  of  .South  Carolina 
an  authenticated  copy  of  an  act  passed  by  that 
honourable  body,  ratifying  the  provisional  arti¬ 
cle  entered  into  on  the  4th  September,  1813, 
between  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
states  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  to  estab- 
Ksh  the  boundary  line  between  them,  as  a  siib- 
i^itute  for  the  3d  article  of  the  conventional 
of  the  11th  July,  1808,  upon  that 


subject.  In  the  month  of  February,  I  received 
a  communication  from  his  excellency,  informing 
me  that  a  similar  act  had  been  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  South  Carolina,  a  copy  of  which 
was  shortly  after  received  from  the  secretary 
of  that  state.  It  is  a  source  of  gratification 
that  the  long  disputed  question  of  boundary  be* 
tween  the  two  states  is  at  length  nearly  settled. 

It  now  remains  only  to  run  and  mark  the 
line,  from  the  termination  of  the  line  of  1772, 
according  to  the  courses  laid  down  in  the  above- 
mentioned  provisional  article,  to  the  east  bank 
of  the  Chatooga  river,  where  the  35th  degree 
of*  north  latitude  has  been  found  to  strike  it, 
and  where  a  rock  has  been  set  up  and  marked 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  two  states. 

Ill  tlie  course  of  the  present  year,  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  comiiiunications  from  fhe  governors  of 
Tennessee  and  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  authen¬ 
ticated  copies  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  le¬ 
gislatures  of  those  states,  proposing  an  aniend- 
ment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  reduce  the  term  of  service  of  the  senators  in 
congress  from  six  to  four  years.  Those  resolu¬ 
tions  are  herewith  laid  before  you,  as  also  two 
communications  not  long  since  re<*eived  from 
New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  declaring 
their  disapprobation  of  the  proposed  amend¬ 
ment. 

Not  long  since,  I  received  a  commiinicatioB 
from  John  Stevens,  Es(|.  of  New-York,  enclo¬ 
sing  a  memorial  to  the  legislature,  praying  at 
extension  of  the  limitation  specified  in  their 
grant  to  him  for  an  exclusive  right  of  naviga¬ 
ting  by  means  of  steam  the  waters  of  this 
state.  This  memorial  is  herewith  submitted. 

In  the  month  of  February  last,  the  honoura¬ 
ble  Francis  Looke  transmitted  to  me  his  resig¬ 
nation  of  tlie  office  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
superior  courts  of  law  and  equity  for  this  state. 
I  convened  the  council  of  state,  who  tmanimous* 
ly  advised  tnat  the  vacancy  should  be  filled  hr 
granting  a  temporary  commission  to  Gen.  Dun¬ 
can  Cameron  of  Orange. 

You  will  receive  herewith  such  resignations 
of  militia  officers  and  justices  of  the  peace,  as 
have  been  received  at  my  office  since  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  last  assembly. 

The  letters  and  documents  accompanying 
this  communication  are  marked  and  numbered 
in  the  order  in  which  the  subjects  to  which  they 
relate  have  been  mentioned. 

My  private  secretary  will  lay  before  you  my 
letter  book  to  which  you  are  referred  for  any 
information  touching  my  official  transactions. 

The  period  having  arrived  when  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution  I  can  no  lon¬ 
ger  hold  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  the 
state,  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  express  to  you 
the  sentiments  of  gratitude  which  I  entertain 
for  the  frequent  manifestations  of  confidence 
with  which  I  have  been  honoured.  In  taking 
leave  of  your  honourable  body,  I  cannot  forbear 
expressing  my  ardent  desire,  that  in  your  de¬ 
liberations  may  be  cherished  that  harmony  arit 
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unahiinity  so  essential  to  the  promotion  of  the 
honour,  welfare,  and  security  of  the  state. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Very  re.spectfully, 

Gentieinen,  your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  HAWKINS. 
Raleigh,  Nov,  23,  1814. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  accompanying  the  bill  supplemental 
to  the  acts  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several 
sums  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  and 
three  millions  of  dollars.  Laid  before  the 
bouse  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
AVays  and  Means  Dec.  6, 1814. 

Washington,  Dec.  2, 1814. 

8ir — Your  letter  of  the  27th  November  has 
been  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  and  I  am  instructed  to  ask  for  the 
amount  of  the  payments  to  be  made  during  the 
prc.sent  quarter  on  account  of  the  public  debt  ; 
the  funds  prepared  to  meet  those  payments, 
and  any  other  information  which  may  enable 
the  committee  to  decide  as  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting  additional  measures  for  meeting  the 
public  engagements  during  the  present  quarter 
of  Ihe  year. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sfe. 

J.  W.  EPPES. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Trea.sury  Department,  Dec.  2,  1814. 
Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  dated  this  morning,  sta¬ 
ting  that  mine  of  the  27th  of  November,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  committee  on  a  national  bank, 
has  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

In  my  communications  to  the  committees  of 
congress,  I  have  never  been  disposed  to  disguise  I 
the  embarrassments  of  the  treasury.  A  frank  i 
and  full  development  of  existing  evils  will  al¬ 
ways,  I  hope,  be  best  calculated  to  secure  the 
attention  and  exertion  of  the  public  authorities; 
and,  with  legislative  aid,  I  am,  still  confident 
that  all  the  difficulties  of  a  deficient  revenue,  a 
suspended  circulating  medium,  and  a  depressed  j 
credit,  may  be  speedily  and  completely  over-  i 
come.  My  only  apprehension  arises  from  the 
lapse  of  time ;  as  a  remedy  which  would  be  ef¬ 
fectual  to-day,  will,  perhaps,  only  serve  to  in¬ 
crease  the  disorder  to-morrow. 

In  answering  the  inquiries  of  your  letter,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  state,  1st.  The  amount  of  the  pay¬ 
ments  which  were  to  be  made  during  the  whole 
of  the  present  quarter  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  and  tiie  funds  prepared,  or  applicable  to 
meet  those  payments ;  2d.  The  payments  that 
remain  to  be  made,  and  the  funds  that  remain 
to  meet  thera,.for  the  residue  of  the  quarter  ; 
and,  3d.  General  information  in  relation  to  ad¬ 
ditional  measures  for  meeting  the  public  en- 
glgements.  - 

1st  point. 

li  is  respectfully  stated,  agreeably  te  an  es¬ 


timate  which  was  formed  on  the  4th  of  October^ 

1814: 

Dr. 

1.  That  during  the  quarter  com¬ 
mencing  the  1st  of  October, 

1814,  and  ending  the  1st  of 
January,  1815,  including  both 
days,  there  was  payable  fop 
the  principal  and  interest  of 
treasury  notes,  during  the 

1  whole  quarter,  chiefly  at  Bos¬ 

ton,  New-York  and  Philadel¬ 
phia,  a  sura  of  4,457,069  8D 

2.  That  during  the  same  period, 
there  was  payable  for  the  prin¬ 
cipal  and  interest  of  tempora¬ 
ry  loans,''at  Boston,  Baltimore 

j  and  Charleston,  the  sum  of  771,125 

3.  That  during  the  same  period, 
there  was  payable  in  dividends 

upon  the  public  funded  debt,  *  . 

at  the  several  loan  offices,  the 

sum  of  1,900,000- 


771,125 


1,000,000.  , 

$7,128,194  80 


1.  That  there  were  bank  credits 
scattered  throiiglioiit  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  on  the  1st  of  0<;to- 
ber,  18H,  amounting  by  esti¬ 
mate  to 

2.  That  there  was  receivable 
from  the  customs,  during  the 
whole  quarter,  the  sum  of 

3.  That  there  was  receivable  on 
aorount  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  during  the  same  period, 
a  sum  of 

4.  That  there  was  receivable  on 
account  of  internal  duties  airrl 
direct  taxes,  during  the  same 
period,  a  sum  of 

5.  That  there  was  receivable  on 
account  of  loans  during  the 
same  period,  a  sum  of 

6.  That  there  might  be  obtained, 
upon  an  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
during  the  same  period,  a  sum 
of  about 


2, ,500,000 


1,800,000 


"160,000 


900,000  • 


1,700,000 


From  which  it  results 

1.  That  the  amount  of  the  whole 
payments  for  dividends  of 
public  debt,  for  temporaiy 
loans,  and  for  treasury  notes, 
during  the  wliole  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  quarter,  was 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the 
whole  of  the  estimated  re? 
ceipts  of  the  treasury  was 


2,J500,000 

$9,560,000 


7,128,194  89 


9,560,000 


Leaving  a  surplus  of  receipts  of  $2,431,805  20 

It  is  believed  that  this  estimate,  formed  up¬ 
on  official  facts  and  experience,  would  Have 
been  substantially  roalitCNl  in  the  event,  if  tbe 
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banks  had  not  suddenly  determined  to  suspend 
their  payments  in  specie.  But  for  that  occur¬ 
rence,  the  dividend  on  the  public  debt  would 
have  been  punctually  paid  to  the  individual 
creditors  of  Boston  on  the  first  of  October  last ; 
the  transfer  of  the  public  funds  from  one  place 
to  another  place,  in  order  to  meet  the  public 
engagements,  would  have  continued  easy  and 
certain ;  the  credit  and  use  of  treasury  notes 
(limited  to  the  specified  amount)  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  been  preserved  ;  and  the  revenue 
arising  from  duties  and  taxes,  would  not  have 
been  materially  intercei*ted,  if  at  all,  in  Its 
passage  to  the  treasury,  by  payments  in  treasu¬ 
ry  notes. 

2d  POINT. 

Dr. 

1.  That  of  the  principal  and  in¬ 
terest  of  the  treasury  notes, 
payable  during  the  present 
quarter,  and  which  have  al¬ 
ready  fallen  due,  there  re¬ 
mains  on  this  day  unpaid,  at 
the  places  mentioned  in  the 

ichedule  A,  the  sum  of  1,902,680  80 

2.  That  the  principal  and  inte¬ 
rest  of  the  treasuiy  notes 
which  will  become  due  on  or 
before  the  first  of  January, 

1815,  at  the  places  mentioned 

in  the  schedule  B,  amount  to  1,243,720 

3.  That  the  dividends  on  the 
public  debt  payable  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1815,  at  the  places 
mentioned  in  schedule  C, 

amount  to  the  sum  of  1,873,000 

4.  That  the  principal  and  inte¬ 

rest  of  temporary  loans,  paya¬ 
ble  during  the  present  quar-  ‘ 
ter,  and  contracted  at  the 
treasury,  in  part  execution  of 
the  authority  granted  by  the 
act  of  congress,  passed  the  14Ui 
of  March,  1812,  and  payable  at 
Boston  on  the  15th  and  31st  of 
December,  amounted  to  507,875 


Cr. 

1.  That  on  the  28th  ultimo, 
•  there  were  bank  credits  in  the 

banks  specified  in  the  schedule 
D,  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt  during  the 
present  quarter  (deducting  the 
amount  of  bank  credits  (eight 
hundred  and  thirteen  thousand) 
which,  as  it  could  not  be  trans¬ 
ferred  for  the  payment  of  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  has  been  recently  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  appropriations  for 
the  war  and  navy  depart¬ 
ments)  amounting  to 

2.  That  the  amount  receivable 
during  the  remainder  of  the 
present  year,  on  account  of  the 


507,875 
$5,626,275  9o 


loan  of  6  millions,  applicable,  • 
also,  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  if  no  failure  in 
payment  occurs,  will  be  about  450,000 

3.  That  the  estimated  amount 
receivable  during  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  present  year,  on 
account  of  customs,  applica¬ 
ble,  also,  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  debt,  (sulqect,  how¬ 
ever,  to  various  contingencies, 
such  as  the  non-payment  of 
bonds,  the  payment  of  lx)nds 
in  treasury  notes,  &c.)  may  be 

stated  at  350,00fl 

4.  The  estimated  amount,  re¬ 

ceivable  during  the  remaiiuhT 
of  the  present  year,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands,  subject,  however,  to 
contingent  payments  in  treasu¬ 
ry  notes,  may  be  stated  at  150,00^^ 

5.  The  estimated  amount,  re¬ 
ceivable  during  the  remainder 
of  the  present  year,  for  'mter- 
nal  duties  and  direct  tax,  sub¬ 
ject,  however,  to  contingent 
payments  in  treasury  notes, 

may  be  stated  at  450,006 


2,372,287  13 


$3,7724237  13 

From  this  second  view  of  the  debit  and  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  account,  limited  merely  to  the 'pay¬ 
ment  of  the  public  debt,  becoming  due  for  tlie 
residue  of  the  present  quarter,  it  appears, 

1.  That  the  debt  amounts  to  the 

sum  of  5,526,275  80 

2.  That  the  resources  to  pay  the 
debt  (excluding  the  sum  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  army  and  navy 
departments  as  before  stated, 
and  excluding  the  possible  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  new  loans,  and  new 
issues  of  treasury  notes,  for 
the  single  purpose  of  paying 

the  public  debt)  amount  to  3,772,287  13 

I  $1,753,988  67 

The  difference  between  the  results  of  the 
I  statements,  under  the  first  and  the  second 
points  will  be  accoiinted  for,  by  the  unexpect¬ 
ed  effect  of  payments  in  treasury  notes  on  ac¬ 
count  of  duties,  taxes  and  land;  by  the  total 
cessation  of  the  use  of  treasury  notes,  either  to 
pay  public  creditors  or  to  raise  money  ;  and  by 
an  unavoidable  variance  in  estimates,  depend¬ 
ing  upon  a  variance  in  the  state  of  information 
at  the  treasury.  A  priority  of  payment  may  be 
justly  claimed  by  the  holders  of  the  funded 
debt ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  proper  to  add, 

1.  That  the  amount  of  public 
credits,  as  estimated  in  the 
preceding  statement,  is  the 

sum  of  3,772,287  13 

2.  That  the  amount  ef  the  divi- 
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dend  on  the  old  and  new  fund* 
ed  debt,  payable  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1815,  is  the  sum  of  1,873,000 


3.  And  that,  consequently,  the  1 

surplus  of  the  resources,  after 
satisfying  that  single  object,  is 
the  sum  of  $1,899,287  13  ; 

It  will  be  observed,  that  these  estimates  do  1 
not  include,  as  an  item  of  the  debt,  the  divi¬ 
dend  on  the  funded  debt,  amounting  to  200,CKX) 
do  ars,  which  was  not  rcMially  paid  to  the 
individual  creditors  at  Boston  on  the  first  of 
October  last.  But  it  is  omitted,  liecause  an 
adequate  fund  in  the  state  bank  was  seasonably 
provided  for  the  occasion,  and  the  usual  treasu¬ 
ry  draft  was  issued  in  favour  of  the  commission¬ 
er  of  loans,  so  as  to  deduct  a  corresponding 
amount  from  the  bank  credits  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  The  state  bank  declining,  for  several 
reasons  (w^hich  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat)  pay¬ 
ing  in  coin  or  in  bank  notes,  and  most  of  the 
public  creditors  refusing  to  accept  the  treasury 
notes,  which  the  bank  offered  to  tliein,  as  an  al¬ 
ternative  payment.  It  is  not  considered,  that 
under  these  circumstances.  connecte<l  with  the 
general  state  of  the  circulating  medium  (which 
places  the  power  of  the  government  to  meet 
its  engagements  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
power  of  the  most  opulent  of  its  citizens)  there 
can  exi'it  any  just  reproach  upon  the  public 
credit,  or  resources.  But,  nevertheless,  efforts 
have  been  anxiously  made  by  this  department, 
and  are  still  in  operation,  to  satisfy  the  public 
creditors,  independent  of  the  fund  which  was 
originally  set  apart,  and  which  still  remains  on 
deposite  at  the  state  bank,  by  ail  the  remaining 
means,  at  the  disposal  of  the  treasury. 

Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  have  I  included  in 
the  statement  of  our  resources  to  pay  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  the  iinoxeciitf^d  authority  to  borrow 
upon  public,  loans,  and  to  issue  treasury  notes. 

1  have  only  included  the  items  of  revenue, 
which,  inordinary  times, Would  be  deemed  cer¬ 
tain  and  effective  ;  reserving  any  surplus  of 
those  items,  with  the  loan  and  the  treasury 
notes,  to  meet  the  genei'al  appropriations  for 
the  public  service. 

3d  POINT. 

It  Is  respectively  stated,  that  the  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  the  treasury  notes,  and  the  hazard  of 
not  being  able  to  pay  the  dividend  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  according  to  the  respective  contracts, 
was  ebiefiy  (I  believe  entirely) owing  to  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  specie  payments  at  the  banks,  and 
the  consequent  impracticability  of  transferring 
the  public  funds,- from  the  place  in  which  they 
were  deposited,  to  the  place  in  which  they  were 
wanted.  I  have  endeavoured,  therefore,  to  in¬ 
duce  the  banks,  as  the  performance  of  an  act  of 
justice,  not  inconsistent  with  their  interest,  or 
their  policy,  to  assist  in  alleviating  the  fiscal 
embarrassments  of  the  government,  which  they 
have  thus  contributed  to  produce.  The  an¬ 
swers  to  my  last  propositions  (of  whicii  a  copy 


is  annexe'd,  in  schedule  E)  have  not  been  re¬ 
ceived. 

But  the  danger  of  depending  upon  gratuitous 
aids,  (of  depending,  indeed,  upon  any  thing  but 
the  wisdom  and  the  vigilance  of  congress)  makes, 
with  every  day’s  exi)erience,  a  deeper  impres¬ 
sion  upon  the  mind.  In  speaking,  therefore,  of 
additional  measures  for  meeting  the  public  en¬ 
gagements,  during  the  present  quarter  of  the 
year,  I  derive  great  satisfaction,  in  reflecting 
upon  the  inevitable  and  immediate  effect  of  the 
legislative  sanction  (even  so  far  as  it  has  already 
been  given)  to  a  settled  and  productive  system 
ol'  ta.xes,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit.  This 
policy,  embracing,  in  its  course,  the  introduction 
of  a  national  circulating  medium,  and  the  proper 
facilities  for  anticipating,  collecting  and  distri¬ 
buting  the  public  revenue,  will,  at  once,  enliven 
the  public  credit,  and  even  the  existing  re¬ 
sources  of  the  present  quarter,  must  ripen  and 
expand,  under  an  influence  so  auspicious.  But 
something  may  be  conveniently  and  usefully 
added.  For  instance : 

1.  A  discretionary  authority  may  be  given,  by 
law,  to  issue  treasury  notes,  for  the  amount 
of  the  sums  now  authorized  to  be  raised  by 
law. 

2.  An  authority  inay  be  given,  by  law, .to  traiK- 
fer  bank  ert^dits  from  one  place  to  anotlier 
place,  in  order  to  meet  the  public  engage¬ 
ments,  allowing  a  reasonable  rate  of  exchange. 

3.  Appropriations,  may  lie  made,  by  law,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  extra  expenses  of  the  war  and  navy 
departments,  during  the  present  year;  and  a 
general  authority  may  he  given,  to  borrow,  or 
to  issue  treasury  notes,  to  supply  any  deficien- 

.  c  ics  in  former  appropriations  for  those  depart¬ 
ments,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  the  treasury  notes  and  the  civil  list. 

The  present  opportunity  enables  me  to  assure 
you,  sir,  that  I  am  preparing,  with  all  povssible 
diligence,  to  report  to  the  committee  of  wayi 
and  means,  upon  the  subjects  which  they  have 
been  pleased  to  confide  to  me. 

1.  The  tax  bills  are  numerous,  new  in  some  of 
their  principles,  and  complicated  in  roost  of 
their  details  :  nor  are  the  best  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  at  hand.  They  will,  however,  be 
drafted,  and  sent  to  the  committee  in  succes¬ 
sion. 

2.  The  plan  for  establishing  a  competent  sink¬ 
ing  fund  is  under  consideration,  and  will,  pro¬ 
bably,  be  ready  to  be  reported  before  the  tax 
bills  are  passed. 

3.  The  estimates  for  the  expenses  of  1815 ;  the 
annual  appropriation  bill ;  and  the  bills  to  au¬ 
thorize  a  loan,  and  an  issue  of  treasury  notes 
for  that  year,  are,  also,  objects  of  attentioiu 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
John  W.  Eppes,  Esq.  chairman  of 
thr  committee  of  na^s  and  m^ans. 


Schedule  of  Treatury  Notet  becoming  dtte  on  or  before  the  of  Janvmry^ 

1815.  Schedule  of  Treasury  Notes  which  have  already  faUen  due  and  reinain  unpaid 

. . .  .  - — - ,  this  2d  day  nj  December,  1814. 

Where  payable.  I  Wheu  payable.  I  Priiicipab  I  Interest.  I  Total. 
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Estimated  amount  of  the  divideiuU  on  the  domes* 
tic  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  payable  oit 
the  \st  of  January,  1815. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  .  .  . 

Boston,  .....  32U,000 

Providence,  ....  2<),000 

Hartford, .  37,000 

New-York,  .  .  ,  .  625,000 

Trenton,  .  .  .  .  .  8,000 

Philadelphia,  including  stacks  on  trea¬ 
sury  books,  .  .  .  545,006 

Wilmington,  Delaware,  >  •  .  1,000 

Baltimore,  ....  125,000 

Richmond,  .  .  .  :  ^  20,000 

Raleigh, .  5,000 

Charleston,  ....  85,000 

Savannah,  ....  5,000 

Treasury  at  Washington,  exclusive  of 
dividends,  payable  at  Pliiladelphia,  ■  65,000 

$  1,873,000 

Note, — From  the  daily  transfers  of  stock  from 
one  loan  office  to  another,  it  is  im|K)ssibIe  at  this 
time  to  estimate,  with  precision,  the  amount 
which  will  be  payable  at  each  loan  office  on  the 
1st  of  January  next.  The  above  may  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  near  the  sums  which  will  be  payable, 
unless  the  removal  of  stock  should,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  unusually  large. 

Cash  in  the  several  banks  according  to  the 
state  of  the  information  at  the  treasury,  on  the 
28th  of  November,  1814,  aller  dedutting  moneys 
in  the  southern  and  western  banks,  assigned  to 
the  secretaries  of  the  war  and  navy  departments, 
in  consequence  of  their  being  transferable  from 
the  places  of  deposits  to  the  places  of  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  amounting  to  $  813,000. 
Bath  bank,  .  .  .  *  .  .  9,723  13 

Lincoln  bank,  Bath,  .  .  5,750 

Cumberland  bank,  Portland,  .  24,217  79 

Portland  bank,  .  .  .  12,043  18 

New-Hampshire  Union  bank,  .  12,807  39 

Saco  bank,  ....  1,435  83 

Merchants’  bank,  Salem,  .  .  34,376  82 

Roger  Williams’s  l>ank,  .  .  12,365  57 

Newport  bank,  ....  42,738  99 

New-Haven  bank,  .  .  15,081  12 

New-York  State  bank,  Albany,  .  40,730  17 

Mechanics’' and  Farmers’  bank,  do.  18,369  08 

Manhattan  company,  .  .  378,788  46 

Branch  bank  of  do.  Utica,  15,433  59 

Mechanics’  bank,  New-York,  .  222,896  14 
City  bank,  do.  •  34,254  08 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  .  .  94,668  63 

Farmers’  and  Mechanics*  bank,  Phila.  376  67 
Branch  bank,  Pittsburg,  .  .  910  59 

Bank  of  Baltimore,  .  .  .  65,288  18 

Commercial  and  Farmers’  bank,  Balt.  18,212  19 


Mechanics’  bank, 
Washington, 

Metropolis, 

Columbia,  .  .  , 

Farmers*  and  Mechanics’ 

Georgetown, 


do.  628,594  51 
.  67,067  82 

11,609  60 
.  241,974  26 

bank, 

598  48 
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Union  bank,  do.  ...  37,561 

.'Mechanics*  baidi  of  Alexandria,  .  5,000 

Bank,  of  Potomac  do.  .  15,000 

Bank  of  Virginia,  .  .  .  !  .  35,020 

Branch  of  do.  at  Norfolk,  .  .  372 

State  bank,  Raleigh,  .  .  .  366 

Branch  of  do.  Salisbury,  .  6.263 

Do.  ot  do.  Wilmington,  5,502 
Bank  of  Cape  Fear.  .  .  .  1,697 

Planters*  and  Mechanics*  bank, 
Charleston,  ....  101,2.35 

Bank  of  South  Carolina,  .  .  22,712 

ITnion  bank,  do.  .  .  .  14,023 

Planters*  bank.  Savannah,  .  .  102 

Bank  of  Kentucky,  .  .  .  9,174 

Branch  of  do-  at  ilnssellvillc,  .  .  1,247 

Do.  <lo.  at  Ijoiiisville,  .  699 

Bank  of  Chillicothe,  .  .  .  9,366 

Miami  ex  porting  company,  Cincinnati,  30,110 
Louisiaui  bank,  ....  66,514 


45 


35 

24 

93 

88 

33 

26 


28 

50 

47 

98 

70 

61 

01 

08 

89 

92 


$2,372,287  13 

SCHEDULE  E. 

(circular.) 

Treasurjf  Department,  November  2.'»,  1814. 

Sir — ^Tlie  sudden  determination  of  most  of 
the  banks,  in  which  the  dcposites  of  public  mo¬ 
ney  were  made,  to  retpse  payment  of  their  notes, 
and  of  drafts  upon  them,  in  specie,  deprived  the 
government  of  the  use  uf  its  gold  and  silver, 
without  any  act,  or  assent,  on  the  part  of  the 
treasury.  The  equally  sudden  deteriniiiation  of 
the  banks  of  each  state,  to  refuse  credit  and  cir¬ 
culation  to  the  notes  issued  in  other  states,  de¬ 
prived  the  government,  without  its  participa¬ 
tion,  of  the  only  means  that  were  possessed,  for 
transferring  its  funds  from  the  places  in  which 
they  lay  inactive,  to  the  filaces  in  which  they 
were  wanted,  for  the  payment  of  the  dividend.s 
on  the  funded  debt,  and  the  discharge  of  trea¬ 
sury  notes.  It  was  the  inevitable  result  of  these 
transactions,  that  the  bank  credits  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  should  be  soon  exhausted  iti  Boston,  New- 
York,  Philadelphia,  &c.  where  the  principal 
loan  offices,  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
were  established ;  and  that  the  government 
should  be  unable  to  satidy  its  engagements  in 
those  cities,  unless  the  public  creditors  would 
receive  drafts  on  banks  in  other  states,  or  would 
subscribe  the  amount  of  their  claims  to  a  pub¬ 
lic  loan,  or  would  accept  a  payment  in  treasury 
notes.  It  was  not  unreasonable,  indeed,  to  hope, 
that  the  banks,  whose  conduct  had  produced  the 
existing  ernbarrassment,  would  cheerfully  afford 
some  alleviating  accommodation  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  every  attempt  to  realize  that  hope 
has  hitherto  failed.  Even,  how’ever,  if  the  pre- 
Kcot  application  should,  also,  be  unsuccessful,  I 
think  I  may  rely  on  the  intelligence  and  can¬ 
dour  of  our  fellow  citizens,  to  vindicate  the  go¬ 
vernment  from  any  reproach,  for  a  want  of  good 
faith,  or  any  essential  resources  to  maintain  the 
public  credit.  The  eveuts  which  have  occurred, 
the  government  could  neither  avert  nor  control. 

Under  these  circumstances,  1  have  deemed  it 
^  duty  to  the  public,  and  to  myself,  to  request 
the  attention  of  the  banks,  which  have  acted  as 


agents  of  the  treasury,  in  the  receipt  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  public  money,  to  the  following  propo¬ 
sitions  : 

1.  That  the  banks  shall  assist  the  government 
with  the  means  of  disidiai’ging  the  treasury' 
notes,  and  paying  the  dividends  of  public 
debt,  during  the  present  qiiarter,-at  llie  luau 
office  of  their  re-itpective  states.  A  great  por¬ 
tion,  both  of  Hie  treasury  notes  and  public 
debt,  belongs  to  the  banks  respectively;  and 
so  far  nothing  more  than  a  protracted  credit 
will  be  required.  The  balance  of  The  demand 
will  be  payable,  of  course,  in  the  notes  of  the 
respective  banks. 

2.  That  to  secure  and  satisfy  the  advances,  thus 
to  be  made  by  the  banks  i-espectively,  the 
banks  shall  be  admitted,  on  reasonable  terms, 
to  subscribe  to  the  loan  of  three  millions  of 
dollars ;  or  they  shall  receive  Ire.asnry  notes, 
or  they  shall  receive  bank  notes,  or  drafts 
upon  banks  in  other  states.  If  any  bank 
should  prefer  accommodating  tiie  treasury 
with  a  temporary  loan  on  a  legal  interest, 
this  course  may  be  pui'siied. 

I  will  thank  you,  sir,  for  an  early  answer  to 
this  proposition,  and,  if  it  should  be  accepted,  I 
will  immediately  make  the  necessary  arrange* 
nients  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  very  respectful¬ 
ly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 


From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

ON  THE  NEGOTIATIONS  AT  GHENT. 

No.  vni. 

As  the  commissioners  have  resumed  their  dis¬ 
cussions  w'c  also  shall  iTcommence  our  remarks. 

The  democratic  papers  who  were  so  very  li- 
bei-al  in  their  abusive  epithets  on  our  former 
essays,  and  the  few  federalists  who  were  so  sud¬ 
den  in  Uieir  opinions  on  the  former  negotiation, 
will  do  us  the  justice  to  admit,  that  in  one  re¬ 
spect  we  were  perfectly  correct. 

We  stated  that  there  was  but  one  sine  qua 
non  in  the  former  proposals  of  the  British  ini- 
Disters,and  even  that  might  be  modified,and  that 
all  the  oihevsmight  and  probably  ivould be  waived. 

In  six  weeks  it  has  turned  out  that  we  were 
perfectly  correct.  The  British  ministers  have 
so  modified  their  claims  as  to  the  Indians,  that 
the  American  commissioners  have  acceded  to 
them,  and  by  their  note  of  the  31st  of  October, 
they  abandon  all  the  other  demands,  as  to  the 
forts  and  ships  of  war  on  the  lakes,  and  the  mi¬ 
litary  road  from  Halifax  to  Quebec. 

They  say  “  they  are  authorized  to  state  dis¬ 
tinctly  that  they  have  brought  forward  in  their 
note  of  the  2lst  October,  all  the  propositions' 
they  have  to  offer.  They  have  no  other  de¬ 
mands  to  make,  no  other  stipulations  on  whick 
they  are  instructed  to  insist,  and  that  they  are 
empowered  to  sign  a  treaty  forthwith,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  those  stated  in  that  note.** 

Here,  then,  it  is  proved,  that  all  the  clamour 
about  the  former  British  demands  was  prema¬ 
ture,  because  all  those  demands  hare  been  for¬ 
mally  abandoned. 
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But  one  other  demand  has  been  sitbstituled^ 
and  it  is  precisely  what  we  expected. 

There  is  not  an  honest  man  in  the  United 
States,  unless  in  the  pay  of  government,  or  de¬ 
riving  benefit  from  the  miseries  of  the  people, 
who  does  not  now  regret,  as  7ve  ai  tkfit  time  did^ 
that  our  commissioners  did  not  make  a  provi¬ 
sional  article  on  the  basis  then  otfered  by  Great 
Britain. 

It  was  so  equitable  and  with  modifications  so 
beneficial  that  we  tlien  remarked,  it  was  to  be 
lamented  that  it  was  spurned  wiUi  so  much 
rashness.  VVe  said  that  we  much  feared  whe¬ 
ther  any  future  proposals  would  be  so  good,  and 
we  remarked  that  if  they  should  pro[)ose  the 
uti  possidetis  which  was  the  most  common  ba¬ 
sis,  and  for  aught  1  could  see,  the  only  other 
one  which  could  be  substituted,  it  would  be 
much  more  injurious  to  us. 

Now,  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  and  all  others 
who  regard  the  true  interests  of  oiir  country, 
contemplate  the  folly  and  rashness  ot‘  our  com¬ 
missioners,  in  refusing  even  to  treat  on  the  pro¬ 
posals  made  in  August  last. 

Instead  of  merely  stipulating  that  an  Indian 
territory  of  no  value  to  us  should  remain  7ie?4- 
tral^  Britain  now  demands  the  cession  of  aViaga- 
ra,  Michilliinakkinack,  Tangier's  Island  in  the 
Chesapeake,'  and  two  of  the  most  important 
counties  of  Massachusetts.  1  shall  show  Jierc- 
aftei*  their  importance.  I 

“  What  said  our  commissioners.  “  What !”  | 
echoed  every  man  who  did  not  choose  to  be 
outstripped  in  the  voice  of  patriotism  and  po|>n- 
larity.  “  M^hat !”  agree  that  she  shall  treat  for 
such  a  description  of' people  as  the  Indians  !  That 
she  shall  touch  odr  sovereignty !” — “  But  we 
replied,  she  asks  no  soil  for  herself  and  no  ac¬ 
cession  of  power.”  “  No  matter.  She  inter¬ 
feres  with  our  sovereign  right  to  plunder  and 
massacre  the  Indians.”  “  Well,  said  the  Bri¬ 
tish  ministers,  since  your  pride  takes  the  alarm 
at  our  asking  security  for  these  poor  Indians, 
let  us  take  the  common,  the  usual  basis,  to  wit, 
mutual  conquests,  the  uti  pos.sidelis.” 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  see  any  other  answer 
to  this  claim,  than  the  one  our  commissioners 
have  given,  and  that  is,  “  wc  7viU  not  talk  about 
a  cession  of  territory,'^ 

It  is  a  short',  clipping  reply,  but  we  believe 
it  is  a  new  one.  AVIiat  have  we  to  give  Great 
Britain  in  return  for  the  countries  she  has 
taken  ? 

I  am  not  for  yielding  them.  They  are  vital-, 
ly  important  to  us.  They  comprise  some  of 
the  l^st  ports  in  the  United  States.  In  the 
hands  of  Britain  they  would  be  an  eternal 
check  to  our  naval  power.  They  would  enable 
her  to  destroy  all  our  laws  of  impost  by  smug¬ 
gling.  We  had  better  yield  all  the  western 
lands  down  to  the  Ohio*  It  is  impossible  it 
should  be  yielded. 

Yet  it  is  impossible  to  feel  surprise  that  the 
demand  is  macle.  It  would  have  been  amazing 
if  it  had  iH>t  been.  But  it  is  not  a  final  demand. 
Britain  will  new  exchange  it  against  security  in 
but  as  to  giving  it  up  without  equiva¬ 


lent,  she  never  will,  and  when  she  gets  Dallas's 
report,  she  will  never  yield  it  on  any  terms. 

The  jacobins  often  say  we  give  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  jneiny.  Dallas’s  rep  )rt  is  equal  to 
the  surrender  of  100,000  men  with  lainp 
equipage  and  military  stores.  It  is  giving  Messrs. 
Gambier&Co.  a  carte  blanche.  We  have  only 
to  add  that  it  was  not  our  intention  to  present 
in  this  speculation,  all  the  ideas  which  these 
very  important  despatches  bring  to  our  mind. 

We  only  request  our  readers  to  consider  so¬ 
berly  with  themselves  before  they  read  our 
next  essay,  what  would  have  been  the  demands 
of  this  country,  if  instead  of  Beiiobseot  in  the 
hands  of  the  British,  Kingston  and  .Miuitrcal 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  General  Brown  and 
General  Izai-d,  and  their  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  had  made  such  a  report  as  Dallas's. 

Do  you  believe,  honest  American,  1  ask  you  to 
answer  this  question  Ld'ter  your  evening  prayers 
and  on  your  pillow.  Do  you  believe  that  the 
uti  possidetis  in  such  a  reverse  of  circiimstau- 
ces  would  be  unpopular  in  our  country,  that  it 
would  seem  to  us  unreasonable  ? 

In  short,  dare  you  say  on  your  consciences, 
that  our  commissioners  would  in  that  ease  have 
said  that  the  uti  |H>ssrdetis  was  inadfiiissible  ? 
And  would  they  not  have  demanded  not  only 
the  places  taken,  but  some  maritime  conucs- 
siotis  ? 

L(d  us  remember  the  golden  rule,  do  unto 
others  Uiat  which  you  would  that  others  should 
do  unto  you. 

1  am  not  in  favour  of  the  uti  possidetis  in 
this  case.  I  would  suffer  a  great  deal  before  I 
would  surrender  the  im|)ortant  seacoast  in  j)OS- 
1  session  of  the  tnemy  ;  hut  I  would  not  encourage 
the  vain,  absurd,  and  unequal  sentiment,  that 
we  can  make  no  sort  of  concession  of  temtory. 
When  liouisiana  is  added  to  the  other  conquests 
of  the  enemy,  we  shall  be  obliged,  I  fear,  to 
adopt  other  sentiments,  and  we  sliall  always  re¬ 
gret  that  the  offers  in  August  were  treated  with 
so  little  respect.  Still  we  wish,  though  we  can¬ 
not  say  we  hope,  the  enemy  will  let  us  retire 
out  of  this  war  only  with  disgrace  and  |K)verty, 
not  with  dismemberment.  PACIKICUS. 

No.  IX. 

Is  the  intelligence  from  Ghent  pacific  or  not? 
Does  it  furnish  some  feeble  grouu4  to  hope  for 
peace  ? 

We  think  it  does  a  little,  about  as  much  as  the 
changes  of  the  moon  affect  the  weather.  Whether 
the  news  is  pacific  or  not,  depends  on  us,  tJie  people, 
on  our  cabinet,  and,  by  their  operation,  on  our  mi- 
nisters.  It  is  certain  Britain  is  willing  to  make 
peace  on  some  terms.  It  is  now  proved  that  she  ii 
very  indifferent  about  the  precise  terms,  bat  they 
must  be  such  as  will  either  secure  her  colonies,  or 
curb  our  maritime  power,  or  strengthen  her  pos¬ 
sessions.  iShe  said  she  wanted  no  territory,  but  sl>c 
must  have  security  by  a  neutral  territory  interposed 
between  her  and  us.  Our  ministers  kicked  and 
Idustered,  and  so  did  most  of  the  nation.  They 
said,  “  how  unreasonable  to  demand  what  she 
has  been  unable  to  take.”  “  Well,  then,  gentlemen, 
I  abandon  that,  (says  Great  Britain,)  I  only 
what  I  may  have  taken.  Even  this,  I  do  not  p®“ 
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fcmptorily  deman*!.  It  may  be  modified.  Give  me 
vour  coiitre  prqjet ;  yonr  own  terms.”  This  how¬ 
ever  cannot  mean  and  does  not  mean  that  they  will 
accept  of  any  terms  on  which  nothing  thall  be  grant¬ 
ed,  but  it  means  this  “  if  you  do  not  like  to  cede 
Niagara,  and  Tangiers,  and  Castine,  tell  me  what 
you  will  give  me.  Will  you  go  back  to  my  former 
offer?  Or  will  you  give  me  the  back  part  of  the 
County  of  Washington  or  Louisiana  ?” 

Now'  whether  this  is  pacific  or  not  depends  on 
our  own  dis|><)sition.  If  we  are  resolved  that  this 
greats  and  r/c/t,  and  ivdl-gortrncd  nation  in  this  war 
so  providently  begun  and  so  admirably  prosecuted, 
or,  to  drop  irony  on  so  serious  a  topic,  if  humbled, 
iinpovp*’»shed,  bankrupt,  governed  by  the  weakest 
ana  I  had  almost  said  the  most  profligate  men,  we 
are  still  resolveil  that  not  an  acre  shall  be  ceded 
either  for  the  security  or  increase  of  the  British 
power,  why  then  the  news  is  desperately  antipa- 
<*itic,  is  disheartening,  is  overwhelming.  Now  our 
ministers  think  it  so,  because  they  are  resolred  never 
lo  cede  even  a  road  across  Maine. 

Our  first  impressions  were  that  the  news  was  an- 
tipacific.  Not  that  it  gave  us  surprise,  for  we  never 
entertained  the  i»lle,  the  mad  hope  that  Britain 
would  submit  to  let  us  do  her  all  the  mischief  in 
our  jiower,  and  to  disgrace  her  arms  at  sea,  W’ithout 
carrying  out  of  the  war  some  trophy  to  console  or 
some  solid  boon  to  recompense  her. 

Some  M'cond  thoughts  induced  us  to  think  more 
favourably  of  the  pn)spect  of  peace.  They  \ve$t 
lliese.  Britain  gave  up  her  sine  qua  non  about  In- 
*lian  bmmdary'  on  the  8th  October,  but  she  did  not 
know  of  the  coiiqtiest  of  Castine  till  the  9th,  nor 
was  it  known  at  Ghent  till  about  the  t3th. 

VV  e  reasoned,  therefore,  thus  :  if  she  was  willing 
to  withdraw  her  sine  qua  non  before  she  knew  of 
the  conquest  of  Castine,  it  is  not  a  great  point  with 
her  to  carry  any  trophy  out  of  the  war. 

'lliis  last  faint  h*)pe,  the  last  straw  of  a  drowning 
man,  we  now  abandon,  and  w’e  deem  the  news 
highly  antipacific,  unless  our  people  insist  that  full  i 
powers  and  instructions  be  sent  to  our  commission¬ 
ers  to  make  such  a  compromise,  including  even  par¬ 
tial  cessions  of  unimportant  territory,  as  raay’^  be 
found  necessary  to  procure  peace. 

^J'his,  W’e  know,  will  not  be  done.  TVe  shall  be 
abused  for  suggesting  it,  but  honoured  and  praised 
for  it  within  six  months. 

Our  reasons  for  thinking  Britain  never  did  and 
does  not  now  intend  to  make  peace  without  some 
cession,  are  as  follows.  j 

1st.  We  have  always  called  the  British  nation  j 
pr«)ud.  She  is  not  so  in  a  bad  sense,  but  she  is  very 
high  minded,  and  the  most  persevering  nation  on 
earth  ;  witness  her  late  twenty  years’  conflict  with 
F  ranee. 

2d.  She  stated  a  sine  qua  non  in  August, 
which  to  l)e  sure  she  changed  in  October  for 
the^uti  posshletis,  which  was  much  stronger  and 
more  beneficial  to  her.  This  cliange  took  place, 
it  is  true,  before  she  knew  of  the  taking  of 
Castine,  but  qfter  she  heard  of  the  taking  of 
Washington,  and  btfore  she  could  have  heard  of 
the  disasters  at  Lake  Champlain  and  Baltimore. 

She  knew  at  the  time  of  demanding  the  uti 
possidetis  that  orders  had  been  given  to  take 
possession  of  Castine,  and  she  had  a  right  to  ex¬ 
pect  that  that  territory,  and  more,  would  be  in 
her  possession.  It  is  therefore  no  proof  of  dis¬ 


position  to  make  peace  without  some  cession  of 
territorv. 

3d.  Though  the  British  ministry  are  too 
proud  lo  admit  even  in  parliamentary  debate 
that  they  are  mortified  at  the  success  of  our 
arms  at  sea,  yet  all  who  have  read  the  numerous 
essays  and  pamphlets  and  reviews  of  pamphlets 
on  this  topic  must  know  that  no  nation  ever  felt 
more  keenly  this  disgrace  to  their  arms.  Their 
mortification  must  be  indeed  in  an  exact  ratio 
with  their  pride  and  their  power. ' 

It  is  impossible,  as  one  of  their  writers  says, 
that  the  stain  can  ever  be  wiped  out.  If  they 
fight  ever  so  often  with  our  ships,  unless  they 
build  new  classes  to  meet  ours,  they  will  be 
beaten;  and  if  they  build  a  few  as  they  have 
done  to  cope  with  our  great  frigates  the  chauce 
of  meeting  is  very  small. 

The  thing  is  remediless,  and  is  so  viewed  in 
Great  Britain.  IVhat  course,  they  say,  have  we 
blit  to  make  that  nation  feel  our  power,  and  to 
can*y  off*  some  trophy,  which  may  eternally  re¬ 
mind  them  of  their  inferiority? 

These  are  the  reasons  which  convince  inc  that 
Britain  never  will  make  peace  without  some 
cession  of  territory,  or  some  ackuowicdgmeiit 
that  we  are  beaten. 

The  course  of  the  negotiation  show’s  it.  She 
knew  as  well  before  the  21st  October,  as  after, 
that  our  ministers  would  not  treat  on  the  basis 
of  any  cession  of  land.  T.'iey  said  so  in  August. 
They  repeat  it  in  answer  to  the  claim  of  the  uti 
possidetis.  Still  the  British  ministers  reply, 
“give  us  your  terms,”  that  is,  if  you  do  not  like 
the  uti  possidetis,  what  will  you  give  us  in  ex¬ 
change  for  it  ?  That  tljjs  must  be  what  they 
want,  is  certain,  because  our  commissioners  had 
before  told  them  that  our  government  relin¬ 
quished  all  its  demands.  It  must  be,  then,  that 
they  inquired,  “  what  are  you  ready  to  give  us 
in  exchange  for  w  hat  we  possess  ?” 

Our  commis’^ioners  viewing  it  in  this  light, 
and  assuming  it  as  an  axiom  that  America  can 
cede  no  territory,  assure  the  government  and 
their  tViemls,  that  all  expectations  of  peace  have 
become  very  faint.  Hence  a  great  relative  of 
one  of  our  mmisters  has  said  in  his  characteris¬ 
tic  manner,  “  we  shall  have  no  peace  these 
seven  years.”  I  say,  then,  there  will  l>e  peace 
long  before  that  to  the  ashes  of  the  federal  go- 
verniiient,  I  fear. 

Yet  there  are  some  people  who  bolster  them¬ 
selves  up  with  the  hope  that  peace  is  now  on 
the  wing  on  downy  pinions,  that  she  is  now 
crossing  the  wintry  wave !  The  same  persons  are 
inconsistently  not  prepared  to  say,  that  they 
will  cede  Britain  any  land  whatever,  and  they 
know  that  our  commissioners  had  declared  they 
will  not  entertain  or  examine  a  projet  on  that 
subject. 

Britain  is  in  truth  waiting  for  the  issue  of  her 
expedition  to  Louisiana,  and  also  for  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  congress  at  Vienna.  So  say  our 
commissioners.  They  certainly  have  discover¬ 
ed  ability,  and  on  this  point,  aro  entitled  to 
coutideuce* 
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Tiiey  believe  as  we  <Io,  (Uat  Britain  is  wait¬ 
ing  %tie  course  of  events,  '  She  will  delay  the, 
negotiation.  Vary  her  terms  from  time  to 
lime,  always  keeping  hold  of  some  pretensions 
which  she  knows  our  commissioners  will  not 
grant  till  the  fate  of  her  great  plans  is  known, 
and  till  oiir  exhaustion  be  complete.  The  or¬ 
ders  sent  out  to  our  cximmissioners  by  the  Fin- 
gal  which  arrived  probably  about  the  last  of 
November,  we  are  persuaded  will  make  them 
more  stiff  and  impracticable,  and  the  report  of 
Mr.  Dallas  will  not  depress  the  hopes  or  lessen  i 
the  demands  of  Great  Britain.  ^  I 

As  to  the  unreasonableness  of  this  delaying 
policy,  and  of  these  demands  of  the  uti  posside¬ 
tis,  by  Great  Britain,  I  leave  it  to  those  brazen 
advocates  of  a  shameless  administration  to  cen¬ 
sure  her,  but  let  them  preface  their  attacks 
on  her  with  the  remarks  and  quotations  of  the 
editor  of  the  Daily  Advertiser  of  yesterday,  in 
which  he  shows  what  we  intended  to  have  done 
bad  we  conquered  the  Canadas. 

“  Take  all  you  can  and  keep  all  you  get,” 
was  the  motto  of  last  year.  It  is  now%  “  get  eve¬ 
ry  thing  yon  can,  but  yield  nothing,  not  even 
what  your  enemy  can  take  and  retake.”  I  fear 
peace  is  distant.  PACfFlCUS. 


In  Common  Council^  Dec.  5, 1814. 
The  following  correspondence  was  laid  before 
the  Board  by  his  honour  the  Mayor,  and  ordered 
to  be  published. 

New-Yorky  23d  November,  1814. 
Sir — The  enclosed  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council  of  this  city,  respecting  the  gallant  ex¬ 
ploits  of  the  regular  troops  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  and  of  the  militia  associated  with  yon  on 
the  defence  of  our  northern  frontier,  expresses 
rtilly  ray  sentiments,  and  I  have,  therefore,  only 
to  the  assurances  of  the  great  respect  witli 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  servant,  DE  WITT  CLINTON. . 
Major  General  Macomb. 

Beli.evillm,  Nov.  24, 1814. 
Hon .  De  Witt  Clinton,  mayor  of  the  city  of N,  York 
Sir — t  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  llie  re¬ 
ceipt  of  your  favour  of  the  2S<I,  enclofing  the  re¬ 
solutions  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  expressing  their  approbation  of  my 
conduct  ill  defending  Plattsburgh  ;  and  offering 
their  thanks  to  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  un¬ 
der  my  command  in  that  affair.  Also  requesting 
me  to  sit  for  my  Portrait,  and  presenting  me  with 
the  Freedom  of  the  City.  These  marks  of  distinc¬ 
tion  are  received  >vith  the  liveliest  emotion,  and 
are  peculiarly  gratifying,  as  proceeding  from  the 
constituted  authorities  of  a  city  so  renowned  for  its 
munificence  and  public  spirit.  I  shall,  with  plea¬ 
sure,  comply  with  the  intentions  of  the  resolutions, 
and  ever  he  mindful  that  the  ricliest  reward  of  an 
American  soldier,  is  the  approbation  and  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  his  follow  citizens.  With  these  sentiments, 
permit  me  to  offer  the  assurances  of  the  high  con- 
•iderytion  and  respect  with  which  1  have  the 
honour  to  be,  sir,  your  uao.^t  obedient  servant, 

ALBX^  31 ACOMB. 


In  Common  Council y  Dec.  5,  1814, 

The  following  Resolutions  were  present¬ 
ed  by  Alderman  Mesier,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  en¬ 
tertain  a  liigli  sense  of  the  important  aid 
reudereil  to  them  last  fall,  by  the  several 
cor(>8  of  militia  assembled  for  the  defence 
of  this  city.  That  in  their  opinion  the 
zeal  and  ardour  of  the  troops,  manifested 
by  their  prompt  and  cheerful  oliedience  to 
the  summons  of  patriotism  at  n  season  bo 
imfH>rtant  to  their  individual  concerns ;  by 
their  exemplary  deportment  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  service ;  by  their  industry  anil  per¬ 
severance  in  perfecting  liiemselves  in  mili¬ 
tary  discipline;  by  their  magnanimous  dis¬ 
play  of  patience  while  absent  from  their 
homes  anti  families ;  by  their  fortitude  and 
acfpjiescenCe  under  the  numerous  priva¬ 
tions  incident  to  a  soldier's  life ;  and  by 
their  fixed  determination  to  meet  resolutely 
every  event  they  might  he  required  lo  en¬ 
counter,  merits  the  warmest  a[>plause  and 
lasting  gratitude  of  their  country ;  and 
slioiild,  with  the  utmost  confidence,  he  deem¬ 
ed  an  honourable  pledge  that  such  men  will 
never  ^lerrnit  tiveir  soil  lo  be  polluted  by 
the  ravages  of  ruthless  invaders. 

.  Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  this  metropolis, 
whose  exjwsed  situation  renders  them  so  assaila¬ 
ble  by  the  enemy,  and  whose  property  must 
naturally  excite  the  cupidity  of  a  foe,  prosecu¬ 
ting  a  barbarous  system  of  warfare,  unexampled 
for  plunder  and  devastation,  do  sensibly  feel  an 
important  additional  security  from  recent  expe¬ 
rience,  and  enjoy  under  existing  circumstances 
a  repose  which  nothing  bat  a  conviction  of  the 
patriotism  and  physical  strength  of  the  country 
could  impart.  They,  therefore,  ivill  never 
cease  to  recollect  with  the  liveliest  pleasure 
and  gratitude,  that  while  their  immediate  fel¬ 
low  citizens  were  anxiously  exerting  every 
nerve  in  the  crisis  of  alarm  to  erect  fortifica¬ 
tions  and  works  of  defence,  their  brethren  from 
the  surrounding  country  were  at  the  same  time 
assembling  with  alacrity  and  marching  with 
celerity  tlieir  hardy  and  intrepid  bands  to  mau 
and  defend  those  works. 

Resolved,  That  the  spirit  of  the  citizens  them¬ 
selves,  by  their  liberality  in  contributing  their 
money,  by  their  zealous  patriotism  in  applying 
so  assiduously  their  personal  labour,  and  by  con¬ 
signing  to  oblivion  party  distinctions,  the  more 
effectually  to  promote  self-defence,  have  given 
a  character  to  New-York  which  has  raised  it 
to  a  proud  eminence,  and  will  be  noticed  by 
future  times  with  just  approbation. 

Fj^tract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  MORTON,  Cfert. 


